In a paper we had the honor of reading before the MedicoChirurgical Society of Montreal, on the 3d of April last, we discussed briefly among several subjects, some of the theories which have been offered in explanation of the mysterious phenomenon of the loss of the temporary fang, but as our remarks at that time, embraced several other subjects, we had not an opportunity of considering this one, as fully as we desired; we have, therefore, chosen it for the present occasion.
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There is, perhaps, no subject connected with our own branch of the healing art, that has offered a broader field for speculation, or, that has elicited more conflicting opinions, than the shedding of the temporary teeth. We have often had our attention directed to the subject, and our curiosity awakened to know, why teeth of the same class frequently make their appearance earlier upon one side of the mouth, than upon the other, and why a similar but more striking irregularity, occurs in the [Oct. 1st. That an increased but healthy deposit of dental structure, may be produced by local irritation.
2d. That absorption of dental structure may be induced by local irritation.
And, lastly?If the absorbents become too deeply involved in the disease, their operations will be entirely interrupted, and the root, which it was their office to remove, will remain whole.
Premising that the innate constitution be good, and that the blood bear a proper proportion of the earthy salts and gelatine, may it not be fair to suppose that if a larger amount of these materials be brought to the secretory organs, through the circulation, that they, in obedience to this impulse, will be stimulated to greater activity, and thereby advance the natural growth of the tooth. 
